
Mr. Cowhey – 7th Grade – Early American History 
Google Classroom Code:  hehos3v 

Email:  dcowhey@mbacs.org or dcowhey@studentmba.org  
 

Work for the Week of 03/30/20 
 

Included in this package is work that 7th Grade Student can complete during the next 
week at home.  Work is expected to be completed and turned in by Monday 
04/06/20.  All work is also available at the Google Classroom. 
 
Assignments: 

o Today In History – A short 1-3 minute video along with matches readings can 
be found at https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history.  Students are 
expected to complete the tracker for the week.  *Please Note: Some days do 
not include a video.* 

o Articles of Confederation Webquest – Student can complete the questions 
related to the Articles of Confederation by using the appropriate links 
provided. 

o US Constitution Webquest – Complete the webquest found at 
http://questgarden.com/99/59/3/110205131001/process.htm.  Answers 
can be answered on a Google Doc and shared with me. 

 
Other links and video clips to explore: 

o https://www.facebook.com/68283349417/posts/10159420403909418/?d=n 
(Valley Forge National Historic Park Facebook post about epidemics during the 
Revolutionary War) 

o Articles of Confederation Video 
 Part One: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6rHSiN0vKk 
 Part 

Two: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPLA_VPMsUg&t=123s 
o You can visit https://constitutioncenter.org/debate/live for online classes on the 

Constitution. Here is the LIVE schedule for these 
classes: https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/classroom-
exchanges/online-civic-learning-opportunities 

o Access BrainPOP for free (you will have to create a username and password, it is 
free during the pandemic).  Here is the link to their info on the Articles of 
Confederation... 
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/articlesofconfederation/ 
Here is the link to their info on the Constitution... 
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/usconstitution/ 

o The National Constitution Center (NCC) also has some games as well... 
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/games 

o iCivics Games: https://www.icivics.org/games 
o Interactive Consitution:  https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

TODAY IN HISTORY TRACKER 
  

Name:  _____________________________________________ Class:  __________ Week of:  _____________________________________________ 
 

DATE MAIN EVENT DISCUSSED 
  

  

  

  



  

Articles of Confederation Webquest 
 
Directions: Once the Americans kicked out the British and gained independence, there was more work to do. 
Now was the time to set up some laws for the 13 United States. In this WebQuest, you are going to learn about 
the first constitution of the United States, the Articles of Confederation. You are going to look at primary 
source documents and examine the successes and failures of the Articles of Confederation. Use the web links 
provided to answer the questions below on your own paper. 
 
Part 1: 
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=3 
 

1. What were The Articles of Confederation? 
2. When were they adopted? 
3. What conflicts caused the ratification (approval) of the Articles of Confederation to be delayed in 

Maryland? 
4. What was the job of the committees? 
5. Who was the principle writer and where was he from? 
6. How was Congress organized under the Articles of Confederation? 
7. What is meant by, “in this first constitution of the United States" each state retained "every 

Power...which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United States,"? 
 
Part 2: 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3225  
 

8. Under the Articles of Confederation, which government had more power: the national government 
or the state government?  

9. Why do you think the colonists had concerns about a strong central government? 
10. What were the responsibilities of Congress under the Articles of Confederation? 
11. What powers were denied Congress under the Articles of Confederation?” 
12. What is meant by, “The Articles represented a victory for those who favored state sovereignty.”? 
13. What had to happen before a bill could become a law? 
14. Describe the type of court system that was developed under the Articles. 
15. How was the president chosen? 
16. What were the term limits under the Articles of Confederation? 
17. Explain why the Continental army was upset. 

 
Part 3: 
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=8 
 

18. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was one of the successes of the Articles of Confederation. What 
did it do? 

19. What was forbidden in the Northwest states because of the Northwest Ordinance? 
20. When was the Northwest Ordinance passed? 



21. Who are the two credited authors of the Northwest Ordinance? 
22. Explain the three steps a state must take to be admitted into the Union. 
23. What has to happen when the population of a sate reaches 60k? 

 
Part 4: 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/charters_of_freedom_4.html 
 
24. How long did it take the Articles to be approved? 
25. What was the first constitution’s main focus? 
26. What were the dates of enforcement for the Articles? 
27. Why do you think it was so important to write the Articles quickly? 
 
Part 5: 
http://www.ushistory.org/us/14b.asp 
 
28. Why weren’t the Articles considered “innovative”? 
29. Define unicameral. 
30. Why did the national government become bankrupt? 
31. How many votes were given to each state? 
32. What caused the Articles to be accomplished so quickly? 
33. Describe the power of the Continental Congress in terms of the Continental Army. 
34. Explain why the Bank of North America was created. 
 
Part 6: 
http://ushistoryscene.com/article/articles-of-confederation/ 
 

35-43. Make a chart describing the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.   
Weakness Description 

Congress could not regulate trade 

No uniform system of currency 

No power of taxation 

No independent judiciary 

No foreign affairs head 

Inability to deal with internal & 
external threats 

Each state had one vote 

Difficulty passing laws 

Impractical amendment process 

Part 7: 
http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2011/09/the-articles-of-confederation-the-first-constitution-of-the-
united-states/ 
 
44. Describe the Speech and Debate Clause. 
45. Who has the power to declare war? How has this changed? 
46. How often were delegates appointed under the Articles? 



47. Who was given the power to decide about boundary disputes between states? 
48. Give TWO successes of the Articles. 
49. Why did the global standing of the nation suffer? 
50. Describe the powers of the President of the Congress. 
 

 


