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Why everything is closing for coronavirus: It’s
called "flattening the curve"

Image 1. Authorities control a line of motorists waiting to be tested for coronavirus at Glen Island Park in New Rochelle, New York, March
13, 2020. Closing areas such as parks is an essential part of the social distancing needed to slow the COVID-19 outbreak. Photo: John
Minchillo/AP Photo

South by Southwest (SXSW) is a huge music/film/tech/education festival. It brings hundreds of
thousands of visitors to Austin, Texas, every March. When organizers canceled the festival it was
only a matter of time before other major events also canceled.

As of March 13, many sports leagues have suspended their seasons. The National Basketball
Association (NBA), National Hockey League (NHL) and Major League Soccer have suspended
play. Major League Baseball (MLB) has pushed back the season start. The National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) canceled March Madness. March Madness is a college basketball
competition every spring. If a team loses a game they are out of the competition. People fill out
brackets with who they think will keep advancing to the championships.

Several universities have canceled spring football games. The Professional Golfers' Association
(PGA) Tour canceled the Players Championship. And the future of the 2020 Summer Olympics in
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Japan is in doubt. And that's just sports.

School districts from Seattle, Washington, to Baltimore, Maryland, have closed schools. So have
entire states, including Maryland, Michigan and Ohio. More than 100 colleges and universities
have canceled all in-person classes and moved online. The huge music festival Coachella has been
postponed. So have a long list of concerts and music tours and all Broadway shows through April
12. Movie theaters may be next.

Even all Disney parks have closed their gates. This is only the third time Disneyland has closed the
park. The first time was after U.S. President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963. The
second time was after 9/11. Terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, hit the Twin Towers in New
York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

Economic Impacts

The economic impacts of all these closures will be incredibly high. Canceling SXSW will mean a
loss of more than $350 million. This includes thousands of low-income workers' lost tips and
wages. However, that won't even be close to how much it will cost sports teams and amusement
parks to close down. So the decision to suspend seasons, cancel events and close up shop are not
being made lightly.

And yet, there have only been about 1,660 cases of COVID-19 diagnosed in the United States.
COVID-19 is short for coronavirus disease 2019. There have also been fewer than 50 deaths
because of it in the United States. The coronavirus is a flu-like illness that began in China and has
been spreading across the globe since December 2019.

Many people talk about the flu. Every year the flu sickens millions and kills tens of thousands of
people. It is expected to sicken nearly 50 million people in the United States this year and kill as
many as 52,000 this flu season.

So why is everyone making such a big deal about coronavirus? Why are events being canceled?
Why are schools moving to online instruction? Especially when there are so few cases right now.

Slowing The Spread

There's a good reason to "cancel everything." All these decisions by public officials and businesses
are aimed at one goal: slowing down the spread of the virus to avoid overburdening a health care
system that doesn't have the infrastructure to handle a sudden surge of tens of thousands of cases
at once. Without mass closings, that surge is exactly what will happen, just as it has in Italy.

It's called "flattening the curve." And that's exactly what it is when you see it visually.

Epidemiologists study diseases and how they spread. They can somewhat predict how many cases
of a disease are going to occur based on how the disease is behaving. Continuing business-as-usual
allows cases to escalate rapidly in just a few weeks, spiking so high at once that they completely
overwhelm hospitals. In such a scenario — such as Italy is facing now — more deaths are likely
because there simply aren't enough hospital beds, enough face masks, enough IV bags, even
enough healthy doctors and nurses to care for everyone at once.

However, if that same number of cases can be stretched out over months, never quite exceeding
the health care system's capacity, then people will get the care they need. More health care
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providers can avoid illness and burnout, and fewer
people are likely to die — as South Korea has shown.

But are we really headed for that many cases?

Yes.

As former Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
commissioner Scott Gottlieb explained in a recent
interview, the novel coronavirus — just declared a
pandemic by the World Health Organization — is
beyond containment. If it's not already in your
community, it's coming soon. The only reason total
U.S. cases aren't already skyrocketing is that coronavirus testing has been such a mess that too few
people — just 77 by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the whole week of
March 8 — are being tested. You can't count cases you haven't identified yet.

But every indication is that the United States is on track to see the same exponential increase other
countries are seeing, as scientist Mark Handley has been tracking on Twitter.

People Are Listening

So what do we do to avert disaster? We have to flatten the curve. Fortunately, people are listening
and the idea has caught on so well among armchair epidemiologists that the #flatteningthecurve
and #FlattenTheCurve hashtags have trended several times on Twitter in recent days.

Clearly, public officials and businesses are listening to the warnings of public health officials, as
evidenced by all the closings and cancellations. But to be effective, ordinary people need to do
their part by avoiding as much as possible any crowds and places where large numbers of people
congregate, such as movie theaters, malls and events that haven't been canceled.
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Examination Day
By Henry Slesar

1958

Henry Slesar (1927-2002) was an American author and playwright. He’s known for his use of irony and
unexpected endings. In this shot science 1ction story, a boy is required by the government to take an
intelligence exam once he turns 12. As you read, take notes on how the parents describe and react to the
upcoming exam.

The Jordans never spoke of the exam, not until
their son, Dickie, was twelve years old. It was on
his birthday that Mrs. Jordan Jrst mentioned the
subject in his presence, and the anxious manner
of her speech caused her husband to answer
sharply.

“Forget about it,” he said. “He’ll do all right.”

They were at breakfast table, and the boy looked
up from his plate curiously. He was an alert-eyed
youngster with Kat blond hair and a quick,
nervous manner. He didn’t understand what the
sudden tension was about, but he did know that
today was his birthday, and he wanted harmony above all. Somewhere in the little apartment there
were wrapped, beribboned packages waiting to be opened, and in the tiny wall-kitchen something
warm and sweet was being prepared in the automatic stove. He wanted the day to be happy, and the
moistness of his mother’s eyes, the scowl on his father’s face, spoiled the mood of Kuttering
expectation with which he had greeted the morning.

“What exam?” he asked.

His mother looked at the tablecloth. “It’s just a sort of Government Intelligence test they give children
at the age of twelve. You’ll be taking it next week. It’s nothing to worry about.”

“You mean a test like in school?”

“Something like that,” his father said, getting up from the table. “Go and read your comics, Dickie.” The
boy rose and wandered towards that part of the living room which had been “his” corner since infancy.
He Jngered the topmost comic of the stack, but seemed uninterested in the colorful squares of fast-
paced action. He wandered towards the window, and peered gloomily at the veil of mist that
shrouded1 the glass.

“Why did it have to rain today?” he said. “Why couldn’t it rain tomorrow?”

[1]

[5]

1. Shroud (verb): to cover so as to hide from view

1



His father, now slumped into an armchair with the Government newspaper rattled the sheets in
vexation.2 “Because it just did, that’s all. Rain makes the grass grow.”

“Why, Dad?”

“Because it does, that’s all.”

Dickie puckered his brow. “What makes it green, though? The grass?”

“Nobody knows,” his father snapped, then immediately regretted his abruptness. Later in the day, it
was birthday time again. His mother beamed as she handed over the gaily-colored3 packages, and
even his father managed a grin and a rumple-of-the-hair. He kissed his mother and shook hands
gravely with his father. Then the birthday cake was brought forth, and the ceremonies concluded.

An hour later, seated by the window, he watched the sun force its way between the clouds.

“Dad,” he said, “how far away is the sun?”

“Five thousand miles,” his father said.

Dickie sat at the breakfast table and again saw moisture in his mother’s eyes. He didn’t connect her
tears with the exam until his father suddenly brought the subject to light again.

“Well, Dickie,” he said, with a manly frown, “you’ve got an appointment today.”

“I know Dad. I hope –”

“Now, it’s nothing to worry about. Thousands of children take this test every day. The Government
wants to know how smart you are, Dickie. That’s all there is to it.”

“I get good marks in school,” he said hesitantly.

“This is diMerent. This is a - special kind of test. They give you this stuM to drink, you see, and then you
go into a room where there’s a sort of machine – “

“What stuM to drink?” Dickie said.

“It’s nothing. It tastes like peppermint. It’s just to make sure you answer the questions truthfully. Not
that the Government thinks you won’t tell the truth, but it makes sure.” Dickie’s face showed
puzzlement, and a touch of fright. He looked at his mother, and she composed her face into a misty
smile.

“Everything will be all right,” she said.

“Of course, it will,” his father agreed. “You’re a good boy, Dickie; you’ll make out Jne. Then we’ll come
home and celebrate. All right?”

[10]

[15]

[20]

[25]

2. Vexation (noun): the state of being annoyed, frustrated, or worried
3. bright or cheerful in appearance
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“Yes sir,” Dickie said.

They entered the Government Educational Building Jfteen minutes before the appointed hour. They
crossed the marble Koors of the great pillared lobby, passed beneath an archway and entered an
automatic lift4 that brought them to the fourth Koor. There was a young man wearing an insignia-less5

tunic, seated at a polished desk in front of Room 404. He held a clipboard in his hand, and he checked
the list down to the Js and permitted the Jordans to enter.

The room was as cold and oLcial as a courtroom, with long benches Kanking metal tables. There were
several fathers and sons already there, and a thin-lipped woman with cropped black hair was passing
out sheets of paper.

Mr. Jordan Jlled out the form, and returned it to the clerk. Then he told Dickie: “It won’t be long now.
When they call your name, you just go through the doorway at the end of the room.” He indicated the
portal with his Jnger.

A concealed loudspeaker crackled and called oM the Jrst name. Dickie saw a boy leave his father’s side
reluctantly and walk slowly towards the door.

At Jve minutes to eleven, they called the name of Jordan.

“Good luck, son,” his father said, without looking at him. “I’ll call for you when the test is over.”

Dickie walked to the door and turned the knob. The room inside was dim, and he could barely make
out the features of the grey-tunicked attendant who greeted him.

“Sit down,” the man said softly. He indicated a high stool beside his desk. “Your name’s Richard Jordan?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Your classiJcation number is 600-115. Drink this, Richard.”

He lifted a plastic cup from the desk and handed it to the boy. The liquid inside had the consistency of
buttermilk, tasted only vaguely of the promised peppermint. Dickie downed it, and handed the man
the empty cup.

He sat in silence, feeling drowsy, while the man wrote busily on a sheet of paper. Then the attendant
looked at his watch, and rose to stand only inches from Dickie’s face. He unclipped a penlike object
from the pocket of his tunic, and Kashed a tiny light into the boy’s eyes.

“All right,” he said. “Come with me, Richard.”

He led Dickie to the end of the room, where a single wooden armchair faced a multi-dialed computing
machine. There was a microphone on the left arm of the chair, and when the boy sat down, he found
its pinpoint head conveniently at his mouth.

[30]

[35]

[40]

4. a term for an elevator
5. lacking a symbol or logo
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“Now just relax, Richard. You’ll be asked some questions, and you think them over carefully. Then give
your answers into the microphone. The machine will take care of the rest.”

“Yes, sir.”

“I’ll leave you alone now. Whenever you want to start, just say “ready” into the microphone.”

“Yes, sir.”

The man squeezed his shoulder, and left.

Dickie said, “Ready.”

Lights appeared on the machine, and a mechanism whirred. A voice said: “Complete this sequence.
One, four, seven, ten…’

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan were in the living room, not speaking, not even speculating.6

It was almost four o’clock when the telephone rang. The woman tried to reach it Jrst, but her husband
was quicker.

“Mr. Jordan?”

The voice was clipped: a brisk, oLcial voice.

“Yes, speaking.”

“This is the Government Educational Service. Your son, Richard M Jordan, ClassiJcation 600-115 has
completed the Government examination. We regret to inform you that his intelligence quotient7 is
above the Government regulation, according to Rule 84 Section 5 of the New Code.”

Across the room, the woman cried out, knowing nothing except the emotion she read on her
husband’s face.

“You may specify by telephone,” the voice droned on, “whether you wish his body interred8 by the
Government, or would you prefer a private burial place? The fee for Government burial is ten dollars.”

[45]

[50]

[55]

6. Speculate (verb): to form a theory about something without any real evidence
7. a degree or amount of a quality or characteristic
8. to place a corpse in a grave or tomb
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement best expresses a theme of the short story?
A. It’s better to downplay your own intelligence.
B. The government has been known to violate people’s rights.
C. High intelligence can be viewed as a dangerous thing.
D. People have higher expectations for children as they grow up.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “They were at breakfast table, and the boy looked up from his plate curiously.

He was an alert-eyed youngster with Kat blond hair and a quick, nervous
manner.” (Paragraph 3)

B. “‘Now, it’s nothing to worry about. Thousands of children take this test every
day. The Government wants to know how smart you are, Dickie. That’s all there
is to it.’” (Paragraph 20)

C. “‘Now just relax, Richard. You’ll be asked some questions, and you think them
over carefully. Then give your answers into the microphone. The machine will
take care of the rest.’” (Paragraph 42)

D. “‘We regret to inform you that his intelligence quotient is above the Government
regulation, according to Rule 84 Section 5 of the New Code.’” (Paragraph 54)

3. What do the questions Dickie asks his father between paragraphs 6-16 reveal about Dickie’s
character?

A. They suggest that Dickie doesn’t usually get along with his father.
B. They show how curious Dickie is about how the world works.
C. They stress that Dickie isn’t as intelligent as he claims.
D. They show how much Dickie relies on his father for simple ideas.

4. How does knowledge of the exam aMect Dickie’s mom and dad?
A. Dickie’s mom becomes anxious and sad, while Dickie’s dad becomes easily

irritated.
B. Dickie’s mom and dad express doubt that their son is ready for the exam.
C. Dickie’s mom and dad stress about preparing their son for the exam.
D. Dickie’s mom is not bothered by the exam, while Dickie’s dad is upset about it.

5



5. How does the author use irony to contribute to the story’s meaning? Use details from the
story to support your answer.

6



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In the story, Dickie is killed because his intelligence is considered too high by the
government. Why do you think the government wouldn’t want people to be too smart? How
might the government’s actions be motivated by fear?

2. What are real-life examples of intelligent people who were feared or not accepted by
others? Why do you think this occurred?

7
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Opinion: Fear about the coronavirus is normal,
but don’t let it control you

Wash your hands more often, and practice not touching your face. Yes, it seems boring, but often the best advice is precisely that. Photo:
Ferrantraite/Getty Images

The novel coronavirus, also called SARS-CoV-2, and the disease it causes, COVID-19, are sweeping
the globe. Coronavirus is a large family of viruses that includes the common cold. More than
100,000 people around the globe have been infected with the virus. Over 3,000 have died. It's safe
to say that the coronavirus has become one of the biggest events of the 21st century. 

It may only be a matter of time until we see outbreaks everywhere. The virus began in China, but
public health experts warn that the disease will probably start spreading in your area, no matter
where you are on the planet.

Fear Is An Issue In And Of Itself

This is pretty scary — and the fact that it is scary is an issue in and of itself. 

The problem with scary things is that we aren't very good at reacting to them. Humans are awful at
understanding risk. For example, turbulence in an airplane scares most of us more than almost

By Gideon Meyerowitz-Katz, The Guardian, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.09.20
Word Count 833
Level 960L
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getting into a traffic accident. This doesn't make sense when you consider that people are much
more likely to die in a car crash than an airplane crash.

We fear what we don't understand, and we try to control what we fear. 

In the case of the coronavirus, there are some pretty obvious examples of people trying to control
their fears. People are reportedly panic-buying everything from toilet paper to ibuprofen. Many
frightened shoppers are doing this even though there is no outbreak in their local area and stores
are not at risk of running out of either product anytime soon. People are also dragging masks off
pharmacy shelves like there's no tomorrow. The evidence strongly suggests that masks are a waste
of time for most people. For weeks, health authorities have said that the main reason to buy a
mask is if you yourself are sick. In that case, the mask stops you from spreading the virus when
you cough or sneeze. 

Lack Of Evidence

Some have also started selling and buying supplements to "cure" the coronavirus. If we tried to
look at exactly why each immunity-boosting tea or pill is probably worthless, we'd be here until the
end of time. There is a distinct lack of evidence that any of these supplements work.

That brings us to one of the scariest parts of the coronavirus, which is perhaps what's really got
people on edge. Most of the recommendations are things that other people have to do: Wearing
masks when you're sick. Staying home if you feel unwell. Covering your mouth and nose when you
cough or sneeze, and seeking medical care early if you have symptoms. 

Relying on other people means not having much control over your own fate. Nobody likes this.
Yes, you should wash your hands and stop touching your face, but doing these things doesn't make
us feel much safer. We need everyone else to be making informed choices, too.

That's what this panic is really all about. People are trying to manage their fear by trying to find a
small amount of control over a situation that seems to be pure chaos. Even though it's probably
not going to work, we all want to be able to do something to keep ourselves from getting sick.
Buying 15 tubs of hand sanitizer can make us feel better protected — even if we'd be just as well off
buying a normal bar of hand soap.

Scary stories have been circulating about the coronavirus, but it's important to remember that
there are evidence-based steps you can take to help protect yourself. The World Health
Organization (WHO) studies and advises on global public health. The WHO has a series of simple
tips on its website that anyone can follow. They include the following: Wash your hands more
often, and practice not touching your face. Yes, it seems boring, but often the best advice is boring!
Even if the pharmacy shelves are entirely clear of face masks and hand sanitizer, you can probably
find boring old soap that'll be more useful anyway.

No Need To Panic Over "Pandemic"

Ultimately, the most important thing to do is not to panic. People often panic when they hear a
disease described as a "pandemic." Many people associate that word with the spread of serious,
deadly diseases. The next time you hear this word, take a deep breath and remember that
"pandemic" describes how a disease spreads and not how severe it is.
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Fear is OK. It is natural to feel afraid. Even the experts admit that there is a huge number of things
about this outbreak that we don't know yet. That is scary for everyone.

Still, it is important not to let the fear control you. We'll probably have to live with it for a while.

Gideon Meyerowitz-Katz is an epidemiologist working in chronic disease. The opinions in this
article belong to the author and do not necessarily represent the views of Newsela or its editors.
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"Alice meets the White Rabbit" by Margaret Winifred Tarrant is in
the public domain.

Down the Rabbit Hole
An Excerpt from Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

By Lewis Carroll
1865

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (1832-1898), better known by his penname Lewis Carroll, was an English writer,
mathematician, and Anglican minister. His best known work is Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. A
whimsical and satirical piece, it tells the tale of a young girl who falls into a world of nonsense. As you read,
take notes on how Carroll uses point of view to portray a childlike imagination.

Chapter 1: “Down the Rabbit
Hole”

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by
her sister on the bank,1 and of having nothing to
do: once or twice she had peeped into the book
her sister was reading, but it had no pictures or
conversations in it, ‘and what is the use of a
book,’ thought Alice ‘without pictures or
conversation?’

So she was considering in her own mind (as well
as she could, for the hot day made her feel very
sleepy and stupid), whether the pleasure of
making a daisy-chain would be worth the trouble
of getting up and picking the daisies, when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her.

There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor did Alice think it so very much out of the way to hear
the Rabbit say to itself, ‘Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!’ (when she thought it over afterwards, it
occurred to her that she ought to have wondered at this, but at the time it all seemed quite natural);
but when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-pocket, and looked at it, and then
hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it Lashed across her mind that she had never before seen a
rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch to take out of it, and burning with curiosity, she ran
across the Keld after it, and fortunately was just in time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole under
the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it, never once considering how in the world she was to get
out again.

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way, and then dipped suddenly down, so
suddenly that Alice had not a moment to think about stopping herself before she found herself falling
down a very deep well.

[1]

[5]

1. the bank of a river

1
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Either the well was very deep, or she fell very slowly, for she had plenty of time as she went down to
look about her and to wonder what was going to happen next. First, she tried to look down and make
out what she was coming to, but it was too dark to see anything; then she looked at the sides of the
well, and noticed that they were Klled with cupboards and book-shelves; here and there she saw maps
and pictures hung upon pegs. She took down a jar from one of the shelves as she passed; it was
labelled ‘ORANGE MARMALADE’, but to her great disappointment it was empty: she did not like to drop
the jar for fear of killing somebody, so managed to put it into one of the cupboards as she fell past it.

‘Well!’ thought Alice to herself, ‘after such a fall as this, I shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs!
How brave they’ll all think me at home! Why, I wouldn’t say anything about it, even if I fell oM the top of
the house!’ (Which was very likely true.)

Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to an end! ‘I wonder how many miles I’ve fallen by this
time?’ she said aloud. ‘I must be getting somewhere near the centre of the earth. Let me see: that
would be four thousand miles down, I think — ’ (for, you see, Alice had learnt several things of this sort
in her lessons in the schoolroom, and though this was not a very good opportunity for showing oM her
knowledge, as there was no one to listen to her, still it was good practice to say it over) ‘ — yes, that’s
about the right distance — but then I wonder what Latitude2 or Longitude3 I’ve got to?’ (Alice had no
idea what Latitude was, or Longitude either, but thought they were nice grand words to say.)

Presently she began again. ‘I wonder if I shall fall right through the earth! How funny it’ll seem to come
out among the people that walk with their heads downward! The Antipathies,4 I think — ’ (she was
rather glad there was no one listening, this time, as it didn’t sound at all the right word) ‘ — but I shall
have to ask them what the name of the country is, you know. Please, Ma’am, is this New Zealand or
Australia?’ (and she tried to curtsey as she spoke — fancy curtseying as you’re falling through the air!
Do you think you could manage it?) ‘And what an ignorant5 little girl she’ll think me for asking! No, it’ll
never do to ask: perhaps I shall see it written up somewhere.’

Down, down, down. There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon began talking again. ‘Dinah’ll miss me
very much to-night, I should think!’ (Dinah was the cat.) ‘I hope they’ll remember her saucer of milk at
tea-time. Dinah my dear! I wish you were down here with me! There are no mice in the air, I’m afraid,
but you might catch a bat, and that’s very like a mouse, you know. But do cats eat bats, I wonder?’ And
here Alice began to get rather sleepy, and went on saying to herself, in a dreamy sort of way, ‘Do cats
eat bats? Do cats eat bats?’ and sometimes, ‘Do bats eat cats?’ for, you see, as she couldn’t answer
either question, it didn’t much matter which way she put it. She felt that she was dozing oM, and had
just begun to dream that she was walking hand in hand with Dinah, and saying to her very earnestly,
‘Now, Dinah, tell me the truth: did you ever eat a bat?’ when suddenly, thump! thump! down she came
upon a heap of sticks and dry leaves, and the fall was over.

[10]

2. Latitude is a geographic coordinate that details the north-south position of a point on the earth's surface. Its lines
run horizontally, or side-to-side, across the globe.

3. Longitude is a geographic coordinate that details the east-west position of a point on the earth's surface. Its lines run
vertically, or up-and-down, across the globe.

4. Alice mistakenly says "antipathies" instead of "antipodes," which is a term used to describe people who live on the
opposite side of the world as oneself, often used in reference to Australia and New Zealand from the Northwestern
hemisphere.

5. Ignorant (adjective): lacking knowledge, awareness, or understanding of a subject or in general
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Alice was not a bit hurt, and she jumped up on to her feet in a moment: she looked up, but it was all
dark overhead; before her was another long passage, and the White Rabbit was still in sight, hurrying
down it. There was not a moment to be lost: away went Alice like the wind, and was just in time to hear
it say, as it turned a corner, ‘Oh my ears and whiskers, how late it’s getting!’ She was close behind it
when she turned the corner, but the Rabbit was no longer to be seen: she found herself in a long, low
hall, which was lit up by a row of lamps hanging from the roof.

There were doors all round the hall, but they were all locked; and when Alice had been all the way
down one side and up the other, trying every door, she walked sadly down the middle, wondering how
she was ever to get out again.

Suddenly she came upon a little three-legged table, all made of solid glass; there was nothing on it
except a tiny golden key, and Alice’s Krst thought was that it might belong to one of the doors of the
hall; but, alas! either the locks were too large, or the key was too small, but at any rate it would not
open any of them. However, on the second time round, she came upon a low curtain she had not
noticed before, and behind it was a little door about Kfteen inches high: she tried the little golden key
in the lock, and to her great delight it Ktted!

Alice opened the door and found that it led into a small passage, not much larger than a rat-hole: she
knelt down and looked along the passage into the loveliest garden you ever saw. How she longed to
get out of that dark hall, and wander about among those beds of bright Lowers and those cool
fountains, but she could not even get her head though the doorway; ‘and even if my head would go
through,’ thought poor Alice, ‘it would be of very little use without my shoulders. Oh, how I wish I could
shut up like a telescope!6 I think I could, if I only know how to begin.’ For, you see, so many out-of-the-
way things had happened lately, that Alice had begun to think that very few things indeed were really
impossible.

There seemed to be no use in waiting by the little door, so she went back to the table, half hoping she
might Knd another key on it, or at any rate a book of rules for shutting people up like telescopes: this
time she found a little bottle on it, (‘which certainly was not here before,’ said Alice,) and round the
neck of the bottle was a paper label, with the words ‘DRINK ME’ beautifully printed on it in large letters.

It was all very well to say ‘Drink me,’ but the wise little Alice was not going to do that in a hurry. ‘No, I’ll
look Krst,’ she said, ‘and see whether it’s marked “poison” or not’; for she had read several nice little
histories about children who had got burnt, and eaten up by wild beasts and other unpleasant things,
all because they would not remember the simple rules their friends had taught them: such as, that a
red-hot poker will burn you if you hold it too long; and that if you cut your Knger very deeply with a
knife, it usually bleeds; and she had never forgotten that, if you drink much from a bottle marked
‘poison,’ it is almost certain to disagree with you, sooner or later.

However, this bottle was not marked ‘poison,’ so Alice ventured to taste it, and Knding it very nice, (it
had, in fact, a sort of mixed Lavour of cherry-tart, custard, pine-apple, roast turkey, toMee, and hot
buttered toast,) she very soon Knished it oM.

‘What a curious feeling!’ said Alice; ‘I must be shutting up like a telescope.’

[15]

6. Alice is referring to a collapsible hand-held telescope.
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"Down the Rabbit Hole" by Lewis Carroll (1865) is in the public domain.

And so it was indeed: she was now only ten inches high, and her face brightened up at the thought that
she was now the right size for going through the little door into that lovely garden. First, however, she
waited for a few minutes to see if she was going to shrink any further: she felt a little nervous about
this; ‘for it might end, you know,’ said Alice to herself, ‘in my going out altogether, like a candle. I
wonder what I should be like then?’ And she tried to fancy what the Lame of a candle is like after the
candle is blown out, for she could not remember ever having seen such a thing.

After a while, Knding that nothing more happened, she decided on going into the garden at once; but,
alas for poor Alice! when she got to the door, she found she had forgotten the little golden key, and
when she went back to the table for it, she found she could not possibly reach it: she could see it quite
plainly through the glass, and she tried her best to climb up one of the legs of the table, but it was too
slippery; and when she had tired herself out with trying, the poor little thing sat down and cried.

‘Come, there’s no use in crying like that!’ said Alice to herself, rather sharply; ‘I advise you to leave oM
this minute!’ She generally gave herself very good advice, (though she very seldom followed it), and
sometimes she scolded herself so severely7 as to bring tears into her eyes; and once she remembered
trying to box8 her own ears for having cheated herself in a game of croquet she was playing against
herself, for this curious child was very fond of pretending to be two people. ‘But it’s no use now,’
thought poor Alice, ‘to pretend to be two people! Why, there’s hardly enough of me left to make one
respectable person!’

Soon her eye fell on a little glass box that was lying under the table: she opened it, and found in it a
very small cake, on which the words ‘EAT ME’ were beautifully marked in currants.9 ‘Well, I’ll eat it,’ said
Alice, ‘and if it makes me grow larger, I can reach the key; and if it makes me grow smaller, I can creep
under the door; so either way I’ll get into the garden, and I don’t care which happens!’

She ate a little bit, and said anxiously to herself, ‘Which way? Which way?’, holding her hand on the top
of her head to feel which way it was growing, and she was quite surprised to Knd that she remained
the same size: to be sure, this generally happens when one eats cake, but Alice had got so much into
the way of expecting nothing but out-of-the-way things to happen, that it seemed quite dull and stupid
for life to go on in the common way.

So she set to work, and very soon Knished oM the cake.

[20]

7. Severe (adjective): very great, intense, or harsh
8. to smack or hit
9. a small seedless raisin
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: What does the phrase “away went Alice like the wind” most likely mean, as used in
paragraph 11?

A. Alice becomes invisible.
B. Alice moves very quickly, possibly running.
C. Alice's movements become light and airy.
D. Alice falls fast through the empty air.

2. PART B: Which of the following phrases best supports the answer to Part A?
A. "Alice was not a bit hurt"
B. "all dark overhead"
C. "the White Rabbit was still in sight"
D. "not a moment to be lost"

3. Which of the following statements best describes how the narrator’s point of view
inLuences the text?

A. It reveals both Alice’s inner thoughts and past experiences to portray her as
bright and imaginative yet sometimes silly.

B. It describes Alice’s actions and words in detail to portray her as thoughtless and
uncaring.

C. It speaks from Alice’s own perspective to help the reader better understand her
motivations and experiences.

D. It shows the perspective of an outside character to reveal Alice as a clever,
curious hero

4. How does Alice respond to falling down an impossibly long rabbit hole?
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5. Why does the author most likely end the Krst chapter with Alice eating the whole cake?
A. To demonstrate she hasn’t learned from her previous actions.
B. To emphasize the absurdity of Wonderland, in which people do the same things

over and over but expect diMerent results.
C. To add to the sense of nonsense or child-like logic of both Wonderland and

Alice.
D. All of the above

6



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is known for its portrayal of a child’s logic, compared to
that of the adult. How would you describe Alice’s reasoning skills? Do they seem sound or
silly, and why? Cite evidence from the text in your answer.

2. Imagination and curiosity are what land Alice in Wonderland. Do you think this passage is
advocating for these traits, especially in children?

3. In the context of this text, why should we value our youth? Cite evidence from this text, your
own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.
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1.

Mark only one oval.

All these decisions by public officials and businesses are aimed at one goal: slowing
down the spread of the virus to avoid overburdening a health care system that doesn't have
the infrastructure to handle a sudden surge of tens of thousands of cases at once.

Epidemiologists study diseases and how they spread. They can somewhat predict how
many cases of a disease are going to occur based on how the disease is behaving.

The only reason total U.S. cases aren't already skyrocketing is that coronavirus testing
has been such a mess that too few people — just 77 by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in the whole week of March 8 — are being tested. You can't count cases
you haven't identified yet.

But every indication is that the United States is on track to see the same exponential
increase other countries are seeing, as scientist Mark Handley has been tracking on Twitter.

2.

Mark only one oval.

When organizers canceled the festival it was only a matter of time before other major
events also canceled.

School districts from Seattle, Washington, to Baltimore, Maryland, have closed schools.

However, that won't even be close to how much it will cost sports teams and
amusement parks to close down.

It is expected to sicken nearly 50 million people in the United States this year and kill as
many as 52,000 this flu season.

Why everything is closing for coronavirus:
It’s called "�a�ening the curve"
Answer the following questions about the article.

Which selection from the section "Slowing The Spread" BEST explains what
epidemiologists mean by "flattening the curve"?

Read the following claim. The coronavirus outbreak will cause tremendous
economic losses. Which sentence from the article provides the BEST support for
the above statement?
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3.

Mark only one oval.

It would cause tremendous economic and business losses.

The U.S. health care system does not have the supplies or personnel to manage it.

It would result in the spread of the virus to neighboring countries.

The U.S. health care system is well prepared to manage a sudden increase in patient
numbers.

4.

5.

6.

WHY are epidemiologists worried about a spike in the number of COVID-19 cases in
the United States?

What are three important facts from the article? (You can answer in bullet points.)

What is the central idea of this article?

What are three details, word for word from the text, that support your answer?
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7.

8.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

What is the author's purpose for writing this text? How do you know? Explain with a
detail from the text.

What is the structure of this text? How do you know? Explain with a detail from the
text.

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
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1. Email address *

2.

Mark only one oval.

Some have also started selling and buying supplements to "cure" the coronavirus.

Covering your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze, and seeking medical care
early if you have symptoms

Yes, you should wash your hands and stop touching your face, but doing these things
doesn't make us feel safer.

Scary stories have been circulating about the coronavirus, but it's important to
remember that there are evidence based steps you can take to protect yourself.

3.

Mark only one oval.

by emphasizing the different risks of the coronavirus

by comparing risk in two common forms of travel

by explaining that panic buying can create new risks

by describing the risk of calling the coronavirus a pandemic

Opinion: Fear about the coronavirus is
normal,but don’t let it control you
Answer the questions below about the article you read

Which sentence from the section “Lack Of Evidence” BEST introduces the idea that
there are simple and reliable ways to combat the coronavirus to the reader?

How does the author build understanding of people's ability to assess risk?
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4.

Mark only one oval.

The World Health Organization has slowed the spread of the coronavirus.

Fear of the coronavirus is causing people to panic-buy many different products.

There are simple steps people can take to protect themselves from the coronavirus.

The coronavirus is a new disease that poses a danger to people around the world.

5.

Mark only one oval.

Sentence 1; by explaining that the coronavirus could spread to any area of the world

Sentence 2; by emphasizing that people are overreacting to the coronavirus

Sentence 3; by stressing that many supplements are ineffective against the coronavirus

Sentence 4; by showing that the best protections against the coronavirus are sold out

6.

7.

Which of the following claims is LEAST supported by logical reasons in the article?

Read the following sentences from the article. 1. The virus began in China, but public
health experts warn that the disease will probably start spreading in your area, no
matter where you are on the planet. 2. In the case of the coronavirus, there are
some pretty obvious examples of people trying to control their fears. 3. If we tried to
look at exactly why each immunity-boosting tea or pill is probably worthless,we'd be
here until the end of time. 4. Even if the pharmacy shelves are entirely clear of face
masks and hand sanitizer, you can probably find boring old soap that'll be more
useful anyway. Which sentence BEST supports the author's point of view that people
have good reason to be worried about the coronavirus?

What is the author's claim? (Answer in a complete sentence)

What is the author's evidence for her claim? (Cite at least two pieces of evidence)
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8.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

In a complete paragraph, evaluate the author's argument. Did her evidence convince
you to agree with her opinion? Why or why not?

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
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1.

Mark only one oval.

"Working To Change Policies On School-Based Arrests"

"Diverting Kids To Social Service Programs"

"Focused On Low-Level Offenses Committed By Youth"

"Number Of Arrests Continue To Fall"

2.

Mark only one oval.

the responsibility of managing 400 officers with school policing

the support of then-Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey

the realization that he had helped to create a harmful situation

the desire to study whether rough neighborhoods affected students

Former cop in Philadelphia on mission to
keep children out of prison system
Answer the following questions about the article.

Which section of the article highlights the idea that Pennsylvania has one of the
nation's highest rates of student arrests and imprisonment?

Which of the following MOST influenced Kevin Bethel to work on expanding the
Police School Diversion Program?
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3.

Mark only one oval.

The program allows students to take days off from school to think about their stress
and anger.

The program allows students to get away with crimes that they should probably be
arrested for.

The program encourages students to talk to their school counselors instead of their
parents.

The program encourages students to seek help for problems they would likely keep
secret otherwise.

4.

5.

6.

Which of the following statements would the student named Julian MOST likely
agree with?

What are three important facts from the article? (You can answer in bullet points.)

What is the central idea of this article?

What are three details, word for word from the text, that support your answer?
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7.

8.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

What is the author's purpose for writing this text? How do you know? Explain with a
detail from the text.

What is the structure of this text? How do you know? Explain with a detail from the
text.

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
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Former cop in Philadelphia on mission to keep
children out of prison system

Former cop Kevin Bethel at Henry C. Lea Elementary School in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Photo: Molly McCluskey.

When Kevin Bethel became a police officer, he wasn't thinking about arresting children. However,
it was during his time as deputy police commissioner that Philadelphia's school-to-prison pipeline
was in effect.

Now retired, Bethel is on a mission to keep children out of prison. He works with a police-led
school diversion, or redirection, program that is showing promising results.

For several years, Philadelphia's policies meant that police had to be called for anything from
minor offenses to possible weapons. Metal detectors at the schools meant that even items safely
stowed in backpacks, such as pepper spray carried for a walk to school through a dangerous
neighborhood, led to a call to the police. A pair of shears needed for an after-school job or an art
project also had schools calling the cops. Arrests almost always followed.

Working To Change Policies On School-Based Arrests

By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 04.04.17
Word Count 943
Level 1060L
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As deputy commissioner, Bethel managed more than 400 officers tasked with school policing. But
it was only at the end of his 29-year police career that he realized the environment he had helped
create was doing more harm than good. He decided he wanted to make a change in school-based
arrests, so he and his team took a hard look at laws governing school crimes. They found that the
law only required police be called, not that police had to make an arrest.

Bethel thought about the effect of taking a 10-year-old child, the youngest age they would arrest,
putting him in handcuffs, and taking him out of the school, he said. "What were we doing to our
young people?"

Diverting Kids To Social Service Programs

With the support of then-Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey, Bethel made a simple decision. They
would stop arresting kids for minor offenses and instead send them to social service programs
when possible. 

Bethel retired from the police force in January 2016 to work with the Stoneleigh Foundation. It is
a local organization for improving the lives of youth. He is managing and expanding the Police
School Diversion Program he created as deputy commissioner.

An average of about 1,600 school-based arrests occurred in Philadelphia each year before the
program started in 2014. According to the Justice Department, Pennsylvania has the third-highest
youth prison population after California and Texas.

Focused On Low-Level Offenses Committed By Youth

"We live in this world where we just do the arrests. All these other folks are supposed to do the
other stuff. And then I came to realize, when we put them into that process, sometimes they never
come out," Bethel said. 

Depending on the severity of the incident, many children that would have been arrested qualify for
the program. The incident must fall within a list of low-level offenses, including fighting, or
possession of minor weapons, such as a pocketknife or pepper spray, for example. They must also
have never been arrested or diverted.

Bethel works with an information technology team and researchers to see which kids are being
arrested, why and where. 

Naomi Goldstein, a professor at Drexel University and director of the Juvenile Justice Research
and Reform Lab, also works with the program. She said that unlike traditional reporting, the
program provides information quickly. The program can see which schools had the most
problems, whether students in one area were more likely to fight or bring in weapons because of
rough neighborhoods. In one case, more arrests seemed due to an overzealous officer.

Number Of Arrests Continue To Fall

At the start, Bethel's goal was to reduce rates of school-based arrests by 50 percent over three
years. According to a January report released by Goldstein and her team, in the first year the rate
of school-based arrests had decreased by 54 percent. The number of arrests continued to fall. As of
March 1, a total of 1,309 students had been diverted from arrests into social services.
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Goldstein said they are also seeing a decrease in the rates of arrest following diversion both in
school and in the community.

Philadelphia police Officer John Erickson has been on the police force for 21 years. He has spend
six years as a school officer. 

School officials questioned the process at first, Erickson said. 

Students More Open With Officers

But now, Erickson said students are more comfortable talking to the officers. They talk about
problems at home or the causes behind fights at school because there is less fear, he said.

William Hite, the superintendent of the Philadelphia school system, said the program has led to a
shift within the schools.

"We're seeing a change in how students view their schools," Hite said. "As a result of the program,
we now have children and adults talking openly about their issues, and it changes the environment
and culture."

That was the case for Julian, 15, whose parents gave him permission to talk to a reporter but asked
that his last name not be used. Julian didn't wait for an incident before asking for help.

Teenager Reaches Out For Help

"I was just on the wrong track, skipping school and behavior-wise," he said. "I was using drugs and
had some stress and anger."

Julian went to a counselor, who referred him to social services. He entered a six-month program at
a nonprofit health services and rehabilitation center. The program let him stay in school and
attend therapy and tutoring sessions in the afternoons. 

"I never got arrested for it, but if you do the same thing that I was doing you'd probably get
arrested," he said.

Bethel thinks other cities could benefit from the program.

"I truly believe that policing can change the entire juvenile justice system," he said.


